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The ceremony is followed by drunken and sensual orgies.
The members are numerous, especially amongst the
Brahmans. The following is one form of the ritual as
far as it can be published. The object of worship at
the ceremony must be a dancing-girl, a female devotee,
a harlot, a washerwoman, a barber's wife, a female of the
Brahmanical or Sudra caste, a flower girl, or a milkmaid.
The worship commences at midnight with a party of
eight, nine, or eleven couples of men and women.
According to the person selected for the Sakti, appro-
priate texts are fixed by the ritual. She must be
disrobed, but adorned with jewels, and is rendered pure
by the repetition of mantras. After this she is sprinkled
with wine, and, if not previously initiated, receives the
initiatory text. The rites then proceed, but if the
reports of them are correct, they are quite unfit for
description here. It is only right to say that the Hindus
generally repudiate the doings of this sect, and regard
them as evil. Part of the teaching is not written, but
taught verbally to the initiated, who in their turn become
the instructors of new members.

The Kiratis. These are the worshippers of Devi in
her most terrible form as Kapalika, who in former times
was propitiated by human victims. As these cannot
now be offered, her votaries seek to please her by giving
their own blood. They cut themselves with knives,
lance their tongues and cheeks, and, as long as the law
permitted, swung from bamboos with hooks fastened in
their bodies, and threw themselves upon knives fixed
upright on the ground. At the present time these
practices are resorted to after a fashion ; cords are tied
round the waist, in which the hqpks are caught, and the
knives are so arranged that as a man falls on them, they
lie flat upon the ground. Before the Government